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SUBJECT: EC COMMISSION SEEKS TO IMPROVE "MARRIAGE 
BUREAU" 

REF: EC BRUSSELS A- 191 

1 . ON JULY 20 THE EC COMMISSION MODIFIED ITS OPERATING 
DIRECTIVE TO THE COMMUNITY BUSINESS COOPERATION CENTER, 

COMMONLY REFERRED TO AS THE "MARRIAGE BUREAU". THE 
BUREAU WAS ORIGINALLY ESTABLISHED IN 1973 TO FACILITATE 
MERGERS BETWEEN SMALL AND MEDIUM-SIZED BUSINESSES 
WITHIN THE EC-9 IN ORDER TO PROMOTE INDUSTRIAL INTE- 
GRATION OF THE COMMON MARKET AND INCREASE COMPETITION. 

DURING ITS FIRST 3 YEARS OF OPERATION, THE BUREAU 
PLAYED A ROLE IN 50 AGREEMENTS BETWEEN ENTERPRISES. 

WHILE ACKNOWLEDGING THAT THE BUREAU IS EQUIPPED WITH 
ONLY MODEST RESOURCES, THE COMMISSION HAS EXPRESSED 
THE OPINION THAT THE BUREAU HAS NOT OBTAINED MAXIMUM 
RESULTS (REF). ACCORDINGLY, IT HAS MODIFIED THE 
MANDATE OF THE BUREAU, ENLARGING THE GEOGRAPHIC AREA 
OF OPERATION BEYOND THE EC, TARGETING A LIMITED NUMBER 
OF SECTORS, AND ALLOWING THE BUREAU TO PLAY A MORE 
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ACTIVE ROLE IN ITS MATCHMAKING. 

2. PREVIOUSLY, THE BUREAU WAS REQUIRED TO WAIT UNTIL 

A FIRM APPROACHED IT FOR INFORMATION REGARDING POSSIBLE 
PARTNERS. THE COMMISSION BELIEVES THAT THE BUREAU NOW 
HAS ENOUGH INFORMATION ON VARIOUS FIRMS TO ACT AS A 
CATALYST AND DIRECTLY APPROACH LIKELY CANDIDATES. 
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SUCH APPROACHES MUST, HOWEVER, BE COORDINATED WITHIN 
THE COMMISSION STRUCTURE TO ENSURE COHERENCE WITH 
OTHER POLICIES, ESPECIALLY COMPETITION POLICY. 

3. THE COMMISSION HAS ALSO INSTRUCTED THE BUREAU TO 
RESTRICT ITS OPERATIONS TO SECTORS IN WHICH IT COULD 
OBTAIN IN-DEPTH FAMILIARITY AND THUS IMPROVE ITS IMPACT. 
THOUGH NOT SPECIFICALLY DETAILING WHICH SECTORS SHOULD 
BE CHOSEN, THE COMMISSION HAS SET DOWN THE FOLLOWING 
CHARACTERISTICS FOR PRIORITY SECTORS: 

- REASONABLE DEVELOPMENT; 

- A NEED TO IMPROVE THE COMPETITIVE STRUCTURE OF THE 
SECTOR, NOTABLY THROUGH COOPERATION BETWEEN SMALL 
AND MEDIUM INDEPENDENT UNDERTAKINGS, POSSIBLY 
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE COMPETITION EXERTED BY 
THIRD COUNTRIES; AND 

- RAPID TECHNOLOGICAL CHANGES EITHER IN PRODUCT OR 
PRODUCTION METHODS, WHERE COSTLY AND ACCELERATED 
INVESTMENTS MUST BE AMORTIZED BY MARKET ENLARGEMENT. 

CITED AS POSSIBLE EXAMPLES OF SECTORS FULFILLING THE 
REQUIREMENTS WERE: BUILDING AND RELATED INDUSTRIES, 
TRANSPORT, PROCESSED CHEMICAL PRODUCTS, PLASTICS AND 
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THE WOOD AND FURNITURE INDUSTRIES. 

4. THE COMMISSION DECISION TO ALLOW THE BUREAU TO 
EXPAND OUTSIDE THE COMMUNITY IMPROVES POSSIBILITIES 
FOR SMALL TO MEDIUM-SIZE THIRD-COUNTRY FIRMS SEEKING 
TO DEVELOP A MARKET WITHIN THE EC-9. THE FOLLOWING 
GUIDELINES APPLY TO THIRD-COUNTRY ELIGIBILITY: 

- COUNTRIES MUST HAVE SOME FORM OF STRUCTURAL 
CONTACTS WITH THE COMMUNITY; 

- COUNTRIES MUST SUBMIT A SPECIFIC REQUEST; AND 

- COUNTRIES MUST HAVE THE CAPACITY TO PROVIDE A 
RECIPROCAL SERVICE, I.E., CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OR 
PROFESSIONAL GROUP. TO DETERMINE THE ELIGIBILITY 
OF A COUNTRY, BILATERAL BODIES WILL BE SET UP TO 
ESTABLISH LINKS BETWEEN THE COMMUNITY AND THE 
THIRD-COUNTRY FIRMS. 

5. COMMENT: THESE CHANGES TO THE GUIDELINES FOR THE 
MARRIAGE BUREAU ARE IN KEEPING WITH COMMISSIONER 
DAVIGNON'S ANNOUNCEMENT IN MAY THAT THE COMMISSION 
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PLANS TO PLACE MORE EMPHASIS ON SMALL AND MEDIUM-SIZED 
BUSINESSES. WHILE NO FURTHER RESOURCES HAVE BEEN 
ALLOCATED TO THE BUREAU, GREATER EFFICIENCY SHOULD 
RESULT FROM INCREASED CONCENTRATION IN CERTAIN SECTORS 
AND THE REMOVAL OF GEOGRAPHIC AND PROCEDURAL 
RESTRICTIONS. HINTON 
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